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Meeting of the International Executive 

The Ninth International Congress of Metal Workers was 
preceded by a meeting of the Executive Committee at Ziirich 
on 6 August. This Executive consists of one member for 
each of the countries affiliated. Mr. Ilg, General Secretary 
of the Swiss Metal Workers' Federation, who at the last Inter- 
national Congress, held at Copenhagen in August 1920 (i), had 
been elected temporary secretary, presented the agenda of the 
congress and the secretary's report, which were both approved. 
The Committee decided to recommend that the headquarters 
of the Federation be definitely established in Switzerland and 
that Mr. Ilg be made secretary. It was not thought advisable, 
however, to appoint a permanent secretary as yet, although the 
newly-elected secretary should be authorised to engage the 
staff necessary for his international work. 

Affiliated Organisations 

The following national organisations are at present affi- 
liated to the International Federation of Metal Workers. 



(1) OF. SIuiIk'h 1(11(1 Hcjxiils, Soi-M^s A, No. '.). 
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Attiliated organisations 
represented at the congress 



Austria 

Belgium s' 

Czeolio - Slovakia 



DeiBnaik 

Prance 
Germany- 
Great Britain 



Hungary- 
Italy 
Luxemburg 

Netherlands 
Nor-way 

Poland 
Sweden 

Switzerland 



Austrian Metal Workers' 
Federation 

Central Union of Metal Work- 
ers of Belgium 

International Metal Work- 
ers' Federation of Cze- 
cho-Slovakia (German- 
speaking) 

Metal Workers' Federation 
of Czecho- Slovakia 

Danish Moulders' Union 
Dalish Smith's and Engi- 
neers' Union 

French Metal Workers' Fe- 
deration 

German Metal Workers' Fe- 
deration 

National Union of Copper- 
smiths 

National Union of Enginemen 
and Firemen 

Amalgamated Engineering 
Union 

National Union of Blast- 
furnacemen 

Iron and Steel Trades Con- 
federation 

National Union of Brass and 
Metal Mechanics 

Iron and Metal Workers' 
Union 

Italian Federation of Metal 
Workers 

Miners' and Metal Workers' 
Union of Luxemburg 

Union of Metal Workers 

Norwegian Iron and Metal 
Worker's Union 

Polish Metal Workers' Union 

Swedish Metal Workers' 
Union 

Swiss Metal Workers' and 
Watch Makers' Union 



No. of 
delegates 



Membersliip 



10 
1 
1 

3 
3 
2 
1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

{') 
1 

2 



151,541 

143JJ35 

51,099 

110,897 

1,800 

21,809 

00,000 

1,301,536 

6,806 

70,150 



49,182 

151,730 

25,000 

21,04ii 

20,830 
{') 

65,005 

S.1,S.|7 



(Vi TheBnUsURecUon oi: Uie Ti.Un.alional FchTalion inclii.lrs alhwUnn- Is u, 

witli an aKRi-i^gnre niciuViei'slii|) of r>|-:,r,()(» 

i'i) TlK) Swi'dish ileli^KaUou represented Norway. 
(It) Mcinbersliii) nol. Kivn. 
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Affiliated organisations 
represented at the congress 


Membership 


Austria 

Finland 

Jugo-Slavia 

Norway 

S weden 

United States 
of America 


Austrian Union of Enginemen and Fire- 
men 

Jewellers', Goldsmiths' and Silversmiths' 
Union 

Finnish Metal Workers' Union 

Jugo-slav Metal Workers' Union 
Norwegian Moulders' Union 
Swedish Moulders' Union 

International Association of Machinists 


6,104 

2,416 
9,388 

{') 

1,000 

5,117 

350,000 

3,259,740 


Total membership of the Federation 
(excluding Polish and Jugo-Slav 
unions) 



(1) Membership not given. 

The Opening Meeting 

The Congress opened on 8 August 1921 at the Labour 
Temple in Lucerne. In addition to formal business, the agenda 
included the Secretary's report dealing with international 
relations and the present industrial and political situation ; 
the revision of the constitution of the Federation ; resolutions 
submitted by national organisations ; and the election of 
officers and choice of headquarters for the ensuing year. 

Mr. W. J. Daves, who has attented every international 
congress hitherto held, expressed, on behalf of the British 
Section, his satisfaction at the progress the Federation h as 
made during the last few years. Messrs. Brownlie (British 
Section), Eeichel (Germany), and Solau (Belgium) were 
appointed chairmen and Messrs. Domes (Austria) and GuAB- 
NiERi (Italy) tellers of the congress. 

Secretary's Report 

The Secretary had previously issued a printed report, 
including a draft of new rules for the Federation. The 
report points out that the important American organisation 
is now affiliated, although it was unable to send a delegation 
to this congress. Mr. Beownlib of the British Section was 
asked by the Americans to watch their interests. 

Metal workers' organisations not yet affiliated exist in 
Spain, Porttigal, Eoumania, Jugo-Slavia, and Bulgaria. Some 
of them appear to be affiliated to, or in touch with, the Moscow 
International. Immediately after the last congress the Rus- 
sian Mctai Workers' h'c^ih'riition was invited to send del(^giites 
to the iM'xl iricctiiig, ;i,h tlieir r('|H'((Kciit;ili\cs had not liccii 
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allowed to come to Copenhagen. The Central Committee 
of the Eussian Metalworkers in their reply attacked the officers 
of the International Federation and evinced strong hostility 
to the Amsterdam International Federation of Trade Unions. 
They maintained that the Enssian union was a bona fide 
member of the Metal Worker's, International, because its 
forerunner, the Metal Workers' Union of Petrograd, had 
joined the Federation in 1910 and paid an affiliation fee. 
It was stated that delegates would be sent to the next 
congress. The Eussian union, which is Bolshevik, as well 
as a group of Menshevik metal workers, submitted special 
reports on the situation in Eussia, which have been circulated 
by the International Secretary. 

Since the last congress various appeals have been made 
to the affiliated organisations to assist national unions in 
need ; 254,572 Finnish marks were subscribed for the Finnish 
Metal Workers' Federation, 3,358,000 kroner for the Hun- 
garian metal workers, 58,000 francs for the Luxemburg miners 
and metal workers, and 10,000 kroner for the Danish metal 
workers. 

The total income of the International Secretariat in 1920 
amounted to 104,000 marks ; from the end of 1920 to 1 June 
1921 a sum of 83,000 francs had been received by the new 
headquarters at Berne. This sum includes contributions to 
the amount of 32,000 francs. On 1 June 1921 the funds in hand 
of the Federation amounted to 30,000 marks (German) and 
24,000 francs (Swiss). 

Since the last congress important movements have taken 
place in different countries, and here the International was 
asked to help. This would account for the fact that all the 
organisations except the British Section are in favour of 
making regular contributions or levies in order to assist 
national organisations in serious disputes when their own 
resources are exhausted. In October 1920 the metal workers 
of Finland were partly on strike, partly locked out ; the 
assistance of the International is said to have enabled these 
workers to obtain a compromise. Soon afterwards the 
Italian metal workers were engaged in a great movement, 
resulting in the Government's promise to introduce legislation 
giving the workers a share iii the control- of industry. Serious 
disputes and lock-outs took pl^ce in the first half of this year 
in Czecho-Slovakia, where both the German and the Czecho- 
slovak Federations obtained important concessions with 
the help of the other unions of their own country. A mov(v 
ment of the Luxemburg miners and metal workers brolu^ 
down. A general lock-out of most of the Danish organis(ul 
workers took place in March 1921; it was possible to secinre 
the financial means necessary for this struggle, thanks to tlie 
reciprocal agreements existing between the Scaiidiiiii-vijui 
Federations. In April tlic Swiss tnctal work(^rs iin-d to i^'cept 
some of Mie reduetioiis in walg(^M deinsuided hy Mk'- «'Mi|tioy('fS, 
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while a similar step on the part of the employers in N^orway 
led to a national strike which began in May. The report states 
that under the existing unfavourable circumstances the 
workers have only in very rare cases been able to maintain 
their old position. 

The Russian Question 

After the adoption of the report of the committee on 
credentials accepting all delegates present, the question of 
the Eussian delegation came up for discussion. The Secre- 
tary reported that they had not issued a further invitation to 
the Eussians, because they could not be considered in affiliation 
to the Federation, which adheres to the Amsterdam Inter- 
national, and because of a resolution adopted at the Inter- 
national Executive meeting at Berne in March 1921. This 
resolution, while expressing sympathy with the Eussian metal 
workers and with their struggle for freedom, declares : 

But it is with regret that we realise that the leaders of the Russian 
Communist Party, of whom the greater part understand neither the economic 
nor the political situation, nor the strength and organising conditions of 
the proletariat and the bourgeoisie of western Europe, treat the endeavours 
of the western European organisations with nothing but abuse, scorn, 
and insult and have through their slanderous conduct provoked discord 
and conflicts among the organised working classes. Under the present 
conditions a co-oporation in the same organisation is from the beginning 
unproductive of any good. For these reasons the Central Committee 
declares that those organisations of metal workers which join the Moscow 
International cannot be at the same time members of the International 
Metal Workers' Federation. 

It appears that the Eussians tried to send a delegation to 
the Lucerne congress, but that the Swiss authorities would 
not allow them to enter the country. The Swiss Federation 
of Metal Workers had vainly tried to obtain the necessary visa 
for them, in order to enable them to state their case before 
the congress. The Executive, however, remain opposed to 
the admission of the Eussians unless they agreed to accept 
the rules and honour the decisions of the Federation, thereby 
also accepting affiliation to the Amsterdam International, 
pending their ability to convince the majority of the Federation 
of the rightness of their own ideals. 

Mr. Meerheim, the French delegate, submitted a resolution 
recognising that the International Secretary had done 
everything possible to obtain the visa for the Eussian delegates. 
The resolution regrets that the Metal Workers' Section of the 
German Communist Party does not believe in the sincere 
desire of the Secretariat and the International Federation of 
Metal Workers for the presence of the Eussian delegates at 
the congress, which would be ready to accept their affiliation. 
The resolution also protests against the attitude of the Swiss 
Gov(^rnTnent in rei'using passporls to the K-ussiaiis, while 
reminding I lie liiisHiaiis tiiaX llu'lr (»wn GoviM'timeiit repeiiledly 
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refused passports to American labour delegates and to repre- 
sentatives of the International Federation of Trade Unions. 
Mr. Merrlieim emphasised the fact that the workers of all 
countries, dissatisfied with the old state of affairs, were 
searching for new methods and ideals, and that all labour 
leaders should recognise that it was their duty to help in 
seeking out a new course. Although he was opposed to Commun- 
ist methods, he believed that every endeavour should be 
made to obtain the affihation of the Eussian metal workers. 
This resolution met with strong opposition on all sides. 
Mr. Ilg maintained that all that had happened since March 
last proved the impossibility of co-operation with the present 
Eussian leaders, who were now trying to organise a Communist 
International Federation of Metal Workers {^). Such tactics 
of disruption mtist be opposed with all energy. Finally, 
the following resolution was adopted : 

The Ninth International Congress of Metal Workers is unanimous in 
making a vigorous protest against the refusal of the visa on the passports 
of the Kussian delegates on the part of the Swiss Federal Government. 

The congress believes that such measures, taken by any government 
whatever, are in contrast with the principles of justice and liberty upon 
which the congress stands. It reminds the Russian delegates, however, 
of the fact that their own present Government has repeatedly refused to 
grant American delegates permission to enter the country, and especially 
those members of the International Trade Union Federation of Amsterdam 
who had been commissioned to proceed to Russia. 

The congress declares itself in accord with the resolution which was 
taken by the Central Committee in the month of March and which pertains 
to the question of membership in the International Federation of Metal 
Workers. 

The New Constitution 

The second day's session was opened by Mr. Bkownlie, 
chairman of the day. Part of his speech was as follows: 

I quite agree with the various speakers who emphasised the necessity 
of unity in the labour movement, and I am not unaware of the efforts that 
are being made to disrupt our unions. Similar tendencies existed in 1893 
at Ziirich, where the socialist and trade union organisations of Europe 
endeavoured to organise against the common foe. It was at this congress 
that Bebel made his famous speech against anarchism, and his position was 
finally endorsed by 17 nations which accepted legal and parliamentary 
action, while one nation voted for an anarchist resolution and 7 nations 
remained neutral. The resolution adopted calls for absolute unity among 
the workers, but this has not been entirely realised ; it is greatly hindered 
by the Russians. What tremendous good the bona fide oi'ganisations of 
labour would have been able to accomplish if the money spent by the Rus- 
sians for destructive purposes could have been used by our union on con- 
structive work ! Their methods, moreover, are by no means original, foi' 
similar theories were preached by the Federation of the Just which, especially 
in France, created secret organisations and adopted methods similar- lo 
those now fostered by Moscow. 

Mr. Ilg, in moving the adoption of the draft rules he had 
submitted, laid much stress on the necessity of developiiLg the 
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(2) The Eussian Metal Workers' Kederalioii claimed a. incinl)ei'nlil|) ol 
584, 5!) on 25 May 1021. ((U'. Jhr Kawpjar, '/iiricli, No. '.)H.) ■ 



Federation from a mere centre of information into a fighting 
organisation. This is all the more necessary because the 
present industrial and economic situation, with all the misery 
and unemployment which it has every where created, 
has forced the trade unions to the defensive. The power- 
ful influence of reactionary elements has increased in 
volume and their attaks on the labour movement are becom- 
ing more violent from day to day. Purely industrial action 
is insufficient to cope with the new situation. Labour 
therefore must fight to conquer the political machinery 
as well. 

We shall never ,he said, be able to get rid of the present chaos as long as the 
means of production are not in the hands of the producers. It would be 
impossible to lay down rules as to the policy to be pursued in the various 
countries, for conditions differ too much; we must act according to the 
needs and possibilities of our respective countries. We should, however, 
strive for uniformity of ideals, although this in itself will need a great deal 
of education. This is the object of the new rules. 

These rules do not provide for a regular publication, for circular letters 
embodying reports and items of interest to meta workers should suffice to 
meet all requirements. Experience in the past proves that a regular exchange 
of useful information will not be possible, however, unless the various 
national unions set up special staff to collect data and appoint an official 
to maintain regular relations with the International Secretariat. Most 
of the data required today cannot be supplied on account of the fact that 
very few of the affiliated unions pos.sess the necessary machinerjr for this 
purpose. This applies especially to statistics on wages, etc. 

The Executive agrees with the proposal included in the draft rules that 
contributions to the International Federation be equal in amount to eight 
hours' wages of a highly-skilled union member per 1,000 members per 
annum. The British Section, however, is opposed to this and proposes to 
continue the pre-war contribution, viz. 15 shilhngs per 1,000 members per 
annum. Of equal importance is the question of levies, which the Executive 
should be empowered to raise in case of extreme need up to the amount of 
one hour's wage per member per annum. This levy would be needed only 
in oases where a national organisation is engaged in a life and death struggle 
to defend basic principles, such as the 8-hour day. By adopting the prin- 
ciple of compulsory levies the Federation would show a true spirit of inter- 
national soUdarity ; it would be enabled to give practical help to affiliated 
organisations and thereby strengthen the position of the metal workers in 
all countiies against the united forces of capital. 

Mr. DisSMANN, President of the German Metal Workers' 
Federation, in seconding, said : 

The concentration aimed at in the draft rules appears all the more 
necessary if we consider the great change in the world position since 
our last meeting. It proves not only that the political and economic affairs 
of all coimtries are interdependent but also that only international organi- 
sation and action on the part of the workers can bring about that exchange of 
information ...whiohappearstobe urgently needed, for other wise theemployers 
will always be able to play us off one against the other. In my country 
we are told that our demands to maintain the 8-hour day are misplaced 
and extravagant, for the workers of all other countries work longer hours, 
while the Scandinavian and Belgian delegates asked me to my great a.muso- 
niont whether we work inor(< iliaii eiglil, liours in (!(irniariy. I desire to 
repeat that the H-hour day is univerHiillv Mp|ilied in (Jerr'niuiy. In fact, 
today inoHt of our worlicrs are coinpellcd l.o work slioi'l, l,iln(^. 
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Mr. Kayloe moved a British amendment to the rules 
demanding that the contribution remain at 15 shillings 
per 1,000 members per annum and that the paragraph relating 
to compulsory levies be struck out ; the Executive should 
merely be empowered to appeal to the national sections for 
voluntary subscriptions in -case of emergency. In his organisa- 
tion, that of the engineers, which includes four-fifths of the 
membership of the British Section, the contribution' now 
amounts to Is. 9d. per week, while special levies amounting 
to more than 20s. per annum are paid by each individual 
member. Experience seems to show that high contributions 
would make it much more difficult to obtain the affihation 
to the International of the many British unions still outside 
the Section; the British Section at pres,ent includes only 18 
out of nearly 200 unions of metal workers existing m Great 
Britain. Mr. Kayloe thought it inadvisable to give the 
Executive the power to raise compulsory levies. This might 
endanger the present character of the trade union movement 
in many countries. It would be better to encourage the 
aflihated organisations to build up strong funds of their own 
His own organisation had been compelled lately -to spend 
about £5 per m^ember on strikes and unemployment benefit, 
and this had been done without any help from outside. Their 
resources had been strained to the utmost and it would need 
several years to replenish their own funds. Their members, 
therefore, would scarcely be able at the present- moment to 
accept new financial responsibilities as suggested by the 
Secretary. 

Mr. Browwlie said that his union had spent one million 
sterling in unemployment benefit during the last months. 
They had not only exhausted their funds, but they were now 
compelled to pay a weekly contribution of 2s. 6d.; even at 
this rate they would need one or two years to pay oft the 
debts incurred. i . i 

Finally, Article 9, relating to contributions, was adopted 
by all tlie continental delegates, while a special resolution 
was voted unanimously in the following terms: 

This congress takes oognizanoe of the declaration of the British Section 
that thev find it impossible, on account of their national rules to vote iii 
favour of Article 9 before it has been submitted to their members ihis 
congress requests the British Section to recommend to its members as 
speedily as possible the adoption of Article 9 of the rules and recommends 
to the members of the British Section its adoption, relying on the spirit o I 
soUdarity of the British metal workers. This congress also hopes that l-lic. 
Executive and officers of the British unions of metal workers will do all 
in their power to obtain the consent of the organised Bntish metal workers 
to Article 9 of the International rules. 

Article 7, which prescribes the regular contribution, was 
adopted in its original form, with tlie addendum that the 
maximiun amount of th(^ contribution shouhi not- (^xccd i..s. 
I i\iu\ i,>,.i.,iw.rM iw>r '.iMiiiiDi A h)iit! (Iel);it<' was U(^c<'SsaJ-y 
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to arrive at this arrangement, for the British Section was not 
empowered to accept any other figure. After their delegates 
had explained that the average earnings in their trade would 
probably be fixed at Is. 9d. per hour, it was found that the 
British proposal was practically in complete accord with the 
contribution as suggested in the draft rules. 

Several proposals of the Dutch Federation of Metal 
Workers relating to technical questions were handed to the 
Internationa] Executive for consideration. 



Peace and War 

Two resolutions on the manufacture of arms and munitions, 
one from the Italian Federation and one from the American 
Association of Machinists, were submitted to the congress. 
After a lengthy discussion the following two resolutions were 
adopted unanimously and with great applause. 

I. The Ninth International Metal Workers' Congress directs the attention 
of the metal workers of all countries anew to the decisions made in August 
of last year at Copenhagen. The resolution which was there passed 
condemns war and every act of violence against neutrality or the indepen- 
dence of any nation. 

The Peace of Versailles and that of St. Germain, which were denounced 
as injust at Copenliagen, have meanwhile resulted in the occupation of 
more German cities, in most difficult reparation conditions, in new 
boundaries for customs duties, and in other difficulties of an economic 
nature, in the prevention through use of force of the union of the German- 
Austrian and the German population, which would be in acccordance with 
the principles of self-determination of the nations. 

The destruction of economic hfe through the effects of the war, wliich 
altered the old important economic relations and units, acted in the 
most severe way, and all efforts which were expected to relieve the 
situation turned out to be failures. 

The nations are just now passing through a terrible crisis, which is receiving 
encouragement directly through the capitalistic regime, originating through 
force and protected through measures of violence, and proves to the workmen 
that it is only the revolutionary class -struggle that can bring about their 
liberation. 

The Ninth International Metal Workers' Congress endorses the decisions 
drawn up by the Central Committee of the International Metal Workers' 
Federation on 17 March 1921 pertaining to the peace treaties and to warlike 
actions. 

The congress appeals to all the organisations which are affiUated to the 
International Metal Workers' Federation, that they work with all their might 
in intimate co-oi)eration with the International Trade Union Federation 
in the sense of the foregoing resolution, and resolves to forward this resolution 
to the Amsterdam Trade Union International. 

II. The Ninth Congress of the Metal Workers' Federation reminds all 
organisations and metal workers affihated to the Federation of the resolution 
which was adopted by the Eighth Congress of the International Metal 
Workers' Federation on 23 August 1920 and which at the same time defined 
the duty of the workers in the event of war in the foUowing terms : 

" We recognise the community of proletarian interests and the 
necessity of .joint action (International Federation of Trade Unions). 

The Eighth (Congress of (he International Federation of Metal 
Workers invifes all countries U> show t.'ieir solidarity with their 
rcllow-ineinlierH of IJie working cliisw l),v rctfiising to take part, in the 
niiinnl'iictiii'c of arniH, ninni I l(niH. iind war niiileriiil of iinv kind. Iiv 
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exercising observation on orders, and by assisting the railwaymen 
and transport workers in their refnsal to move troops, arms, and 
munitions. " 

The Ninth Congress, assembled at Lucerne on 10 August 1921, confirms 
this part of the Copenhagen resolution and invites the metal workers of 
all countries to continue, in close collaboration with the whole workmg 
class, to fight against militarism and capitalism, so that the workers who have 
hitherto been occupied in the manufacture of munitions <ind war rnaterial 
may find employment in peace, which will be of service to civilisation and 
to the material well-being of the workers. 

The congress therefore imposes an obligation on all affiliated sections 
to increase "their propaganda, in order to be able gradually to replace 
war industries by those" of peace. _ , ,, ^ , ,,, , 

The congress instructs the Secretariat of the International Metal Workers 
Federation to prepare statistics in order to establish the actual number 
of workers in every nation who are occupied on the manufacture of arms, 
munitions, and any kind of war material. • , . i • 

The Ninth Congress requires every country to give the Secretariat tins 
information bv indicating exactly how many workers are occupied m the 
manufacture of ammunition, rifles, guns, aeroplanes, battleships, etc., 
and the strength of their organisations. . 

Furthermore, the Ninth Congress reminds the affiliated bections that 
the Copenhagen resolution " asks the metal workers of the whole worldto 
respond to every appeal against war issued by the International Federation 

of Trade Unions ". •■.■.4.1 

The congress again affirms this resolution, m the conviction that only 
by united and energetic action on the part of the proletariat can a recurrence 
of war be prevented. 

The White Terror in Hungary 

Mr. Stein of the Austrian delegation moved the following 
resolution, which was adopted unanimously. 

The Austrian delegation at the International Metal Workers' Congress 
draws the attention of the Metal Workers' International Federation to the 
fate of the Hungarian comrades now under the yoke of the Hungarian 
counter-revolution. The good news of the amnesty recently voted by 
the Hungarian Parliament, which especially touches our fellow workers 
who had been condemned to death or long terms of imprisonment, is 
overshadowed and rendered almost useless by the impossible condition 
imposed by the Hungarian Government that all coming under the amnesty 
must for ever emigrate to Russia. They know neither the conditions nor 
the language of that country and would therefore be compelled to remain 
separated from their famihes. The amnesty thus develops into a mere 
continuation of the old penalty, although in a milder form. This 
International Congress of Metal Workers, therefore, urges that the above- 
named conditions be withdrawn. The congress requests the International 
Secretariat to take the necessary steps mth a view to obtaining this result. 

This congress offers its eOrdial greetings to the representatives of tlie 
Hungarian Metal Workers' Federation, fellow-workers Dovcak, Baiaki, 
and Haubrich, as well as assuring them its thanks for all good services 
they have rendered to the cause of the proletarian revolution and of the 
socialist struggle, which shall be recompensed by our co-operation and 
solidarity in searching for and estabhshing a new basis of life. 

The Secretariat of the Federation shall communicate with all affihated 
societies as to the practical steps to be taken with a view to rendering 
financial assistance to the Hungarian comrades. 

Industrial Depression 

Mr. l'.i!ANi)los (OeriiKMiy), on bclia-ll' oT the ('oimiiil (cc on 
Ifcsoliitions, moved llic rollowing: 
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The Ninth Congress endorses the decision of tre Central Committee of 
March 17 1921, pertaining to: Crisis, Lowering of Wages, and Hours of 
Labour. It estabhshes the fact that the crisis with its deterioratino- effects 
on the labouring classes has since that date been greatly intensified The 
congress therefore demands of the affihated national organisations that 
they adhere to the observance of the fore-mentioned decision, more parti- 
, cularly to that of the 8-hour day as maximal limit of the dailv work time 
The congress recognises in the doing of overtime work a great dano-er 
to the 8-hour day, m so far as such overtime is not balanced later on bv 
a corresponding period of free hours. Therefore overtime work must be 
energetically opposed. 

The Congress finally demands for the affihated organisations that 
they engage m a systematic educational metiiod for the purpose of 
proving to the working classes the necessity of replacing the capitalistic 
economic regime through the sociahstic, since the termination of the 
misery prevailing among the working classes cannot be accomphshed 
before the introduction of the socialistic regime becomes a reality, 

Mr. SCHORCH (Anstria) said that overtime in his country 
was now regulated by law and almost abolished. His Section 
would be prepared to support a much stronger resolution with 
a view to the doing away of overtime altogether. Mr. McKesna 
spoke strongly in favour of the resolution, as it would be a step 
in the right direction. The trade unions of all countries should 
strive for uniform hours of labour, and he hoped that they 
would also fight for the standardisation of wages in all coun- 
tries. 

The resolution was then passed unanimously. 



Change of Membership 

Mr. Meeehbim, on behalf of the French Federation, 
moved the following resolution : 

The Ninth International Metal Workers' Congress declares exphcitiy : 
_ That it is the duty of aU metal workers of every nationality to organise 
111 face of the employer or the company for which he works. 

Confirming Articles 31 and Z2 of the International rules, the congress 
resolves that every metal worker who goes to another country to work 
there, (a) whether daily or (h) weekly, and who afterwards returns to his 
own country, shall adhere to the trade union or to the local branch of such 
union in the district or town in which he works. 

Every metal worker shall be bound to fulfil and honour all financial 
and moral obhgations prescribed by the rules of the local organisation to 
which he affihates. 

In support of his motion, Mr. Meeeheim stated that great 
numbers of workers from neighbouring countries were working 
regularly in France, and returned to their homes only at the 
week-end or at longer intervals, refusing to be transferred 
from the union of their home city to the union of the place 
where they were now earning their living. This state of 
affairs not only was the cause of much " friction between 
French and foreign workers, but often rendered any action 
of the unions on b(^liaif of the workers fruitless. There was 
a,n agreement wiMi IJic llelgi;in unions on this point, l)iif 
uiil!ortiuiat('ly the I'.clgiiin workers in ;iii incr(>iiHiiig luinibcr n\' 
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cases did not comply with the rales laid down by common 

consent. 

Mr. Solan (Belgium) said: 

I Bresume we all believe in the principle embodied in this resolution 

pottionto bring more pressure to bear upon our members. 

Mr EEiCHEL(Germany) explained the difficulty of applying 
this rale ^Tniversally, especially in the case of engineers and 
fitters who are sent abroad merely for temporary jobs, dnimg 
which They remain entirely under the authority of heir firm 

at home. He suggested that the r^fF toThe'^Bxeclti "e 
resolution be adopted, but that it be left to the Executwe 
Committee to find a suitable definition. . ^- „ 

Tter a new statement made by Mr. Mekbheoi refuting 
the arguments of Mr. Solan, the amendment of Mi. Beichel 
was carried, with only one dissentient vote. 

Closing Meeting 

Mr. DISSMANN (Germany), on behalf of the Executive 
Committee, moved that Mr. Ilg be now deiimtively elec^^^^^^ 
secretary of the International Federation of Metal Workers 
on the Lme conditions as hitherto, the time havmg not yet 
come for the appoinment of a permanent secretary. He also 
proposed that Berae be chosen as the headquarters of the 
Federation. These proposals were adopted unanimously. 
The Executive Council was elected as follows: 
Mr. Beownlie for the English-speaking countries, 
Mr Mereheim » Latin countries, 
Mr DiSSMANS » German-speakmg countries, 

Mr. Hansen » Scandinavian countries. 

Mr Beichel, in his closing remarks, emphasised the fact 
tha the InLnational Metal Workers' Federation stands by 
the International Federation of Trade Unions of Amsterdam; 
not a Bingte voice had been hea,rd at the congress proposing 
a change of affiliation. 
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The AGK35EMBNT BETWEEN THE SPANISH WORKERS' 0KG4.N1- 
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The DISPUTE IN THE METAL INDUSTRY IN ITALY. TrADE 

UNION CONTROL OF INDUSTRY, (First part) issued 25 Sep- 
tember 1920. NX-/ f 

Annual meeting of the trades union congress 1920 
issued 4 October 1920. 

International congress of workers in the food and 
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The BRITISH GOVERNMENT AND THE MINERS* FEDERATION OF 
GREAT BRITAIN. CONFERENCE BETWEEN SIR ROBERT HOBNE 

AND THE MINERS' FEDERATION, issued 11 October 1920. 

The congress of the labour and socialist international 
issued 14 October 1920. 

'^HE ^INJ=KS' international congress, issued 19 October 

The international labour organisation. A comparison 
issued 21 October 1920. 

'^™«n^J^J^?'^^^°^'*-^ congress op metal workers, issued 
22 October 1920. 

The BRITISH GOVERNMENT AND THE MINERS' FEDERATION OF 
GREAT BRITAIN. CONFERENCE BETWEEN THE GOVERN- 
MENT AND THE TRIPLE INDUSTRIAL ALLIANCE, isSued 

26 October 1920. 

The DISPUTE in the metal industry in italy. Trade union 
control of industry. (Second part) issued 4 Novem- 
ber 1920. 

The fourth international congres's of bookbinders, issued 
26 November 1920. 

The MINERS' strike in great BRITAIN, issued 21 December 
The xvth congress of the general confederation of labour 

(confederation GENilRALE DU TRAVAIL) FRANCE, HELD AT 
ORLEANS, 27 SEPTEMBER TO 2 OCTOBER 1920, isSUed 

23 December 1920. 

The INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF GENERAL FACTORY WORKERS 

issued on 24 January 1921. 



14 



No. 16. Tendencies OF EUROPEAN LABOUR legislation since tee war, 
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" 17. The growth of trade unionism during the ten years 1910- 
1919, issued 16 February 1921. 

■' 18. First special international trade union congress, London, 
22-27 November 1920, issued 15 March 1921. 

" 19. The minimum programme of the general confederation of 
LABOUR OF FRANCE, issued 18 March 1921. 

" 20. International railwaymbn's congress, London, 29-30 Novem- 
ber 1920, issued 11 April 1921. 

" 21 The Programme and Organisation of the Christian Trade 
Unions of Germany (Congress at Essen 20-24 November 1920), 
issued 3 May 1921. 

" 22 Le CONGRIiS international DES OUVRIERS DU transport (GENEVE, 

18-22 AVRIL 1921), issued 13 August \ 921. French only. 
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Coal production in the ruhk district. Enquiry by the 
International Labour Office, end of May 1920, issued 1 Sep- 
tember 1920. 

Papers relating to schemes of international organisa- 
tion foe the distribution of raw materials and food 
stuffs, issued 5 October 1920. 

The conditions of labour and production in the upper silesian 
coalfield, issued 10 December 1920. 

The socialisation of coal mines in Germany, issued 25 January 
1931. 

The ESSEN memorandum on the socialisation of the coal 
mines in GERMANY (6 Nov. 1920), issued 28 January 1921. 

Works councils IN GERMANY, issued 29 January 1921. 

The BILL to establish workers' control in italy, issued 28 Feb- 
ruary 1921. 

A DEMAND FOR WORKERS' CONTROL IN INDUSTRY IN PRANCE. COR- 
RESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE FEDERATION OP METAL WORKERS 
AND THE ASSOCIATION OF METALLURGICAL AND MINING INDUS- 
TRIES, issued 31 March 1921. 

The reform of the supreme council of labour (consiglio 
superiore del lavoro) in italy towards a technical 
parliament op labour, issued 14 April 1921. 

Profit-sharing and labour co-partnership. Proposal of the 
ITALIAN catholic PARTY, issued 16 Juuo 1921. 
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British legislation on unemployment insurance, issued 
26 October 1920. 

Government action in dealing with unemployment in italy 
issued 27 October 1920. 

The BULGARIAN LAW ON COMPULSORY LABOUR, issued 4 Novem- 
ber 1920. 

The ACTION of the swiss government in dealing with 
UNEMPLOYMENT, issued 13 November 1920. 

The organisation of unemployment insurance and employment 
EXCHANGES IN PRANCE, issucd 21 February 1921. 
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Staff regulations on t«e -frengh railways, issued 4 Sep- 
tember 1920. ^ 



Series E 

No. 1. Compensation for war disablement in France. Act of 31 march 
1919, issued 28 February 1921. 

2 The compulsory employment of disabled men, issued 25 April 
1921. 

Series F 

No. 1. Cancer op the bladder among workers in aniline factories, 
issued 23 February 1921. 

Series H 

No. 1, Consumers' co-operative societies in 1919 (Denmark and 
Sweden), issued 8 September 1920. 

2. Seventh congress of the Belgian co-operative office 
issued 25 September 1920. 



Series K 

No. 1. First international congress of landworkers' unions 
affiliated to the international federation of trade 
unions, issued November 1920. 

" 2. Agrarian conditions in spain, issued 10 November 1920. 

" 3. Small holdings in Scotland, issued 12 November 1920. 

" 4. The eight hour day in Italian agriculture, issued 17 Decem- 
ber 1920. 

" 5. The eight hour day in agriculture, before the French 
chamber op deputies, issued 10 Februaiy 1921. 

" 6. The regulation ok labour in agriculture in France, issued 
23 April 1921. 
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signature of peace. Originally fixed for the 1st June, 1920 he 
Congress had been postponed to the 20th July because of the 
elections in Germany, then, as a result of Enghsh countei- 

P^roSdSng^Zlchtke declared himself in fa.our of a 
transfer of the'seat from Germany to a neutral country, events 
having made such a course necessary. r^^^h it 

At the beginning of the discussion on the General Repoit it 
was Understood thft the question of war responsibility should 
he let alone and that only the fnture should be^^-f^^^^^-^i,^. 

Some criticisms were voiced, mainly by the German dele 
gate M™ oLmann S regarding the inactivity o^ the -.r-ariat 
L. Eeclers (Belgium), Mr Kummer (^f ™^;^g f f ^ ^^^ J^^^^^^^ 
(-Austria) remarked on the absence of the British. Ueiiniie 
iuesioni were also raised by M. Merrheim (France) with 
regard to the relations with the Russian orgamsations. 

'm. Schticke, after having read th^ letter from the E^aglish 
Federation explaining its absence, stated that the Russian deK, 
Ste Mr ScSUil^oi had asked that the Congress should be 
f d o'urned against which the English had protested. Mr 
iSnikoff had then telegraphed to all the various countries 
that fte International Secretariat was mismanagmg the 

"^"l" Merrheim demanded Very strongly that the Congress 
should b.e informed of the controversy which took place « 
tC Dress between Mr. Hansen (Denmark), responsible foi the 
orean'sation of the Congress, and the Russian delega ion n> 
orfe? thaT all the delegates might be able to explam m then- 
own countries the absence of the Russians. , , u- 

Mr Hansen (Denmark) stated that m 1918 he went to Fin- 
land and to Switzerland, where he met Mr. Schlapnikoff, wi h 
whom he came to no understanding and had no deahngs unl 1 
Tune 1920 At that date he received a telegrani accusing Mi. 

be S fof'lhe Mh Lgiist, in accordance wth the Bnlisl, 

'"'X^Men-heim wished to be able to reply to the reproaches 
„hS ha" bee" brought against the Federatron of havn,„ 

• n„. rMfH,-ne of the Solingcn District Mctiil Wr.r 

t,^!;sJ^::t^;^s::;;S>;--."""':"«"'"'''' """ 

„r ii„. I,,« nl.ilU.S V;,''"',;'!?'" !,"'l','.™"' h. tlie I-ell of the M.e.l »■...*,■,»■ 

,vt;j;:::'r:;.:;'"::.H:i''-H:'"" • 

llili'l'iiiilioiiiil. 
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ignored the Russians because they were communists, and he 
insisted that the Congress should obtain all necessary informa- 
lion and documents. Mr. Hansen stated that there was no 
record of Mr. Schlapnikoff's speech. 

The discussion was closed by the following vote on the 
Agen4a^ sent in by Mr. Merrheim (France) : — 

" The Eighth Congress of the International Federation of Metal 
Workers approves the General Report presented by the secretariat, and 
decides to pass to the discussion of the questions on the Agenda. " 

The Financial Report was afterwards adopted without dis- 
cussion. 



International Relations. 

This item dealt with the practical means of bringing about 
international reciprocity and of laying down the lines to be 
lollowed by the Federation in the future. 

The. secretary, Mr. Schlicke, blamed the English organisa- 
lions, who had made no reply to his overtures, for the failure 
lo maintain international relations during the war. He was 
i)f opinion that the International Labour Office at Geneva 
would be able to help the International Federation in resuming 
i(-lations and generally in the study of social questions. 

Mr. Schlicke made a statement regarding the alterations to 
l)c brought about in the constitution, and declared himself 
opposed to a centralised organisation. The Secretariat must 
not direct the Federation. Conferences of the Central Commit- 
Ice should be convened and these Conferences should be held 
ill different places. Political questions should be decided by 
I lie national organisations. 

Mr. V. Stein (Austria) declared himself in favour of close 
co-operation between the political and trade union organi- 
sations. Mr. F. Kummer (Germany), after some criticism of 
liie Secretariat considered that it was essential that the Inter- 
ualional spirit, which is insufficiently "alive" in the English 
.iiid Americans, should be developed. Propaganda in official 
newspapers was not enough ; it must be carried on increas- 
ingly throughout the labour press. A permanent Secretariat 
must, moreover, be established, and a Secretary chosen. The 
liclgians and the French asked that the seat should be trans- 
trrred to' a neutral country, and that an Executive Committee 
lionld be set up. This proposal was absolutely justifiable. 
Only Holland and Switzerland were available, but, as it had 
111)1 been possible to come to an agrciement in Committee, a 
Icinporary secretariat might be established and the, question 
postponed to a future Congress. 

As the Belgian and French delegates were opposed to post- 
IHiiicnu'iil, the Central Committee was asked to meet again in 
'iilcr to draw up a resolution which would be unanimously 
Mii'plcd by tlic Congress. 



